274                              RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK about the P. of W. and the baccarat, which no doubt IL raises some curious points in manners and in ethics, is beginning to make me sick. I really think of taking his part.37 " That's just like you/' he said. I am not ashamed of my pleasure as I record all this. It is no weak flattery of self-love. On the contrary, encouragement of this kind is good for strength. It warms a man to rise above himself, and I have often thought that diffidence gives more trouble in public life than conceit.
Admirable letter from Mr. G.
Read Beaumont's little notice of Tocqueville (2J hours). Most agreeable, but not exactly indicating any wealth of mind. Before going to bed read the chapter on Benedict Arnold's Treason in Fiske's new history of the American Revolution. Well told, and I must agree with Fiske that it is hard to see why Andr6 should have been brought into Westminster Abbey.
After breakfast, rushed into my study; jotted down some good thoughts that had come into my mind about Bright, whose statue I am to unveil one of these days. Looked up the pathetic passage in the Agamemnon about the desolation of Menelaus and his halls after the flight of Helen, and found from Milman's graceful rendering that there is an alternative version of <m//,o9 aXX* dXoiSopos. Learnt some lines from the Supplices about the burial of the conquered.
Pelham, of Trinity, gave me an interesting account of Mommsen, whom he knows well. A man of inexhaustible energy; at Oxford rose at 7; got to work by special arrangement in the Bodleian; breakfast at 9.30; back from 10 or so to 3; then aast morning in London.77 Nothing could have pleased me more on this occasion than Harcourt 7s reply to a remark of mine. "All this clatter VOL. I                                                          T      Sk again. Still, if the country would accept reduction as helping to a solution, he would make no difficulty."
